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However trifling ome -things may, feem, they are no longer :Jo, when 
above half the world thinks. them otherwife. CARVING, as it occurs.at 
leaft oncein every day,-1s not below our notice. We fhould ufe ourfelves 
to carve adroitly and genteellygewithout hacking half an hour acrofs a 
‘bone, without befpatiering the company with the fauce, and without 
overturning the glaffes into our neighbours pockets. To be aukward in’ 
this particular is extremely difagreeable and ridiculous. It is eafily 
avoidei‘by alittle attention and ufe ; and a man.who tells you gravely 
tbat he cannot carve, may as well tell you that he cannot blow bis nofe ; 
it is bath as -eafy and as necefary. | 

Lord CHESTERFIELD. 


‘To SPECIFY, in a particular manner, the various littlesnice- 
ities and graces that conftitute the man of family and good breeding, 
would not only require in the writer a previous knowledge of the 
theory of politenefs, but would furnith matter for more pages than 
his readers, would relith, or his paper contain. To fuch as are unac- 
-quainted with a knowledge of the world, no. author can be recom~ 
mended: in preferencerta the late Lord Chefterfield; he well knew 
every principle-of the art. he was-inculcating;, and. his. opinion is deli 
vered in fo agreeable a ftyle, as ta keep us im good humour, at a time 
when our own failings would put us in a. bad one. Leaving, there- 
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fore, the arcana of the graces to be unfolded by a fuperior power, 
the prefent paper will be confined to : thee fabjes mentioned in the 
itolto. “Ses : 

-AutHors have an invariable cuftom of beginning, in a logical 
 amanner, with the hiftory and. antiquity of the thing treated of, 
which by way of introduétion to the main body of the work, is un- 
doubtedly an excellent plan. It was my intention in this eflay to 
have proceeded in the fame way, takifig care to add copious notes and 





criticifms, and backing my opinion with quotations from the moft re- 
nowned authors of antiquity. Several weeks have been {pent in poring 
over Greek and Latin, anda few pages of Buxtorf’s Hebrew Gram- 
mar have*been perufed, taterder to enable me to confult the Jewith 
hiftorians on the fabject; but,-alas:! how vain are the purfuits of man! 
when I had nearly written enough to make.a good knock-down Quar- 
to, ‘a writer of fome note chanced to fall in my way, who quathed 
all my learning and criticifm i in an inftant. My rage was fo great 
at the time, that tears ftarted from my eyes as large as \hail-ftones 
in rotundity, and pattering down my cheeks 4n perpendicular direc- 
tions, made a quick progrefs into my ‘mouth, which feemed to 
jet, like a water-trough, to catch them. /“* Good - Heavens !” ¢ 
claimed I repeatedly, = fhort a way to' work ‘this. fellow a 
gone, could not I have done the fame, without all this time'and la- 
bour thrown away?” The ingenious author alluded to is the late 
facetious Dr. William King, who, in a letter to Dr. Lifter, informs 
us, that he has an intention of publifhing an E/fay on forks and nap- 
kins, in which -he will fully illuftrate, or confute, a paflage in Dr. 
Heylini’s Cofmography; where he fays: of the Chinefe— ‘ That 
** they eat their meat with. two:fticks of svory, ebony, or the like; not 
** touching itavith their hands atall, and therefore no great foulers of 
“ finen. The ufe of iver forksewith us, by fome.of our. {fpruce 
‘< gallants taken up of -late, came. from hence i into Italy,.aud from 
‘* thence into England.” 
Dx. Kine differsiftém him in many perlite: ind afferts that 
thefe fticks were not made for the purpofe of faving linen, but 
through pure neceffity, the people of quality wearing their nails fo 


long, as to endanger their breaking, in cafe they,clawed. up their vic- 
tuals. 
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tuals. Moreover, in thé Eaft, and efpecially in Japan, the princes 
Rave the meat put in their mouths by their attendants.. Befides, 
every body knows that thefe flicks ate only ufed when they eat 
Pilau, a fort of meat boiled to rags; it Would be impoflible to pene- 
trate a turkey-cock ora chine of beef with them. For this reafon, I 
think our forks are of 4 different fhape: we have two forts, the one 
didental, the other in the fhape of asrident, which argues very ftongly 
in favour of their beimg as ancient as the Saturnian race, where the 
former is. appropriated to Plaio, atid the latter to Neptune. Pedro 
Della Valle, famous Italian, aiade a voyage to the Ea/ft Indies, and 
unfortunately left his Ruife and fork behind him, fo that it appears 
much fore probable that the-origit' of handling the knife and’ fork, 
or, in other words, carving, had‘ its origin in Faly. ‘This genteel 
accomplifiment being thus proved to’ be of ancient date, there will 
be no need of tirmg out the patience of the reader with tedidufly dry 
extraéts: from chronological writers. What matters it whether Julius 
Casfar or Tarquin firft carved with a Knife and fork? the works of 
the Roman:cook Apicius fufficiently prove, that his countrymen’ fed 
on. more folid ftuff than pudding. 

After finding‘every ration ftudioufly betit on improvement, éxami+ 
ning into the'flighteft’ defetts of its netreft neighbours, and affidubufly’ 
corretting the defeéts that critical fagacity may liave diftovered, it’ is 
certainly not a little remarkable to-find’ the ftate of carving in’ thefe 
Kingdoms at fo or an ebb. If we examine itito the ftate of this art 
eHewhere, it gives 'the obferver fone’ pleafure to find it cultivated’ ‘by 
all:ranks of people.. 

Im England; whiere'every thing: is’ ont’ 0 /olid a’ plan, this defect in 
oneofithe moftneceflaryaccomplithments calls aloud for the interpo- 
fitiom of fixed precepts, Caprice: has taken’ its’ aliodé hete, as it has *- 
done of’ late in:other places. Gur fore-fathers’ had’ but’ one mode of 
cutting>aifhoulder-of mutton, but the ptefetit’ fet of mortals miuft 
have two: iw thiscaft; Hew isa man'to-cut right, wen one old 
‘womar likes:to-mumble' hier'meat’ cttt in‘a'tranfver{ ditection, and 
her maidens fifter likesit! cut’ longittidinally’ Hie real’ AG i is, that 
your company is tired to death.with Jiftening, to: the-wrangle, while a 
good meal is {poiled by-being:fufferedto*grow'colds 
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. In order to prevent every kind of apology being made ini future at 
our tables, that this perfon cannot carve, and that’ perfon cannot carve, I 
fhall take the earlieft opportunity, in a future paper, of laying before 
my readers a plan, which I am confident will be attended with cer- 
tain fuccefs, The plan is not entirely my own, but is taken from a 
hint thrown: out by a claffical writer of great note. By him we 
are informed, that the Romans were particularly nice at their tables, 
and that fooner than affront their company by mangling their meat, 
they put themfelves to a confiderable expenfe in hiring profeflors of 
the fublime art of carving. At firft fight, perhaps, this’ affertion. 
may feem:to want fubftantiating by quotations of chapter and verfe ; 
_ but no man whofe life has been {pent in fearching into the velumes 

of antiquity, and: foiling his fingers with the mouldy relicks of his: 
progenitors, can have a fhadow of doubt concerning its authenticity. 

To-return, therefore, to particulars—Thefe teachers or profeflors of 
carving were'ftyled by the Romans /fruétores or carptores, whofe of- 
fice it was to ftand under a booth, at the corner of fome principal . 
ftreet, equipped with a knife and fork, and fac fimile of the fowl or 
joint to be carved, cut out of blocks of wood, and fubdivided, with , 
the utmoft mathematical. precifion, 1 into > the thapes:which ‘the fafhion 
of the day had eftablifhed.. To thefe ftalls the young gentlemen. 
repaired to-take a leffon, daily going through. their manual opera- 
tions, till experience made them able:to carve for themfelves. Pride, . 
and a-certain kind of dignity peculiar to the Romans; feems to have’ 
debarred thefe profeflors from enjoying any honours in’ common . 
with their countrymen. In all my refearches I- do not find that 
any one ever-received the honour of knighthood ;’ nay, what ‘is ftill 
more-fingular,, this dine: art was never practifed by a Dr. in Divi-*: 
nity. So illiberally treated were thefe poor: fellows, as to be turned 
out of the parlour: into the kitchen, to eat their dinners with the 
cook,,footman and chambermaid.  Juvenal: and Martial have both 
had a fatirical flath at them, more particularly the former; who has . 
no {mall averfion tothe idlenefs of the great, and takes every ops" 
portunity of. cenfuring: both themfelves and their inventions: 
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“* Strudtorem interea, ne qua indignatio defit, 
$* Saltantem  fpectes, et cheironomonta volanti © 


* Cultellog , 
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On this paflage, whieh certainly wants ; illucidation, the learned 
contmentator Lubinug has the following elaborate note: ‘* Inter 
“© omnes STRUCTORES, TRYPHERUS fuit doéctifimus, qui artem 
<6 fcindendi obfonia decebat in Suburd.vicox* Nam-omnis generis animalia 
“© et volucres e ligno habebat, in # ulmea vel lignea cena, difeipuli cul- 
“* tello difeebant artem incidendi.” | : 
TRYPHERUS was the ee 
the.corner of Subura, Street, . This ; fellor 
birds, cut out of blocks of elm, to which-bis Scholars were invited to prac- 
tife the art of cerving. So uncommon a fpedtacle as this would ra- 
ther excite our ridicule than indignation, did not the learned editor 
clear up our doubts, and relieve us from the great difficulty we 
Should otherwife have, in guefling at the fatirift’s meaning. We 
might at firft fight have thought he alluded to a cuftom they had of 
having a ‘band of mufic to play to them at their meals, and that 


table, ‘who Leia ‘elated at the harmony of the. concert, beat time 
with his feet, and made a flourifh with his carving-knife. 

AFTER fuch ample proof has bean adduced of the utility of this 
body of practitioners, it is certatnly.no inconfiderable hardthip that 
they fhould be ftigmatized, and branded with every harth epithet that 
ill-nature can invent: had their employers been acquainted with an 


art fo abfolutely neceffary to life, there would be little need of their 
affift ance. 


INDEED, the punifhment of Tantalus could not be greater than 


that infli&ted on the vifitors of Trypherus, A dozen, perhaps m ore, 
ftarving 


Meanwhile, thy indignation yet ‘to -raile, . 

“© The Carver dancipg gound each difh, furveys 
*6 With brandifh’d knife, and, as his art directs, bey 
“© With ,proper geftures every fowl diffeats : ee RM 
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s Cultello, donec peragat diGtata: magiftri ’ 
“<< Omnia: nec minimo fane difcrimine refert, 


*¢ Quo geftu lepores, et quo gallina fecetur.”’ 


Juv. Sar. v..1. 120. 


“* A thing.of fo great moment to their tafte, 
“* That one falfe ip bad furely marr’d the fealt.”* 





Davper’ $ TRANSLATION, 







lith.thus :, Of all CARVERS, 
» taught this: art at bis booth at 


“ fported a fupper of beafts. and 
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ftarving wretches are afked to meet at a man’s houfe, where a table 
is {pread with every rarity that can gratify the tafte or pleafe the 
eye; at the moment when their mouths are watering at the fur- 
rounding delicacies, they are informed, by the moft /ud/antial argu- 
ments, that indigeftible materials are not food for man, and are dif- 
miffed with ftomachs more hungry than they came. What man, 
who has the bowels of compaflion, can {pare a pitying figh on the 
fathions of this period, when people were too indolent to feed them- 
felves, and were put to the fingular neceflity of founding profeforfbips 


of carving ! 
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